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Athletic season 2023
For the first time in 12 years, the World Championships heptathlon field will be missing Nafissatou Thiam.
The Belgian all-rounder has dominated the event for the past seven years, winning two world titles and two Olympic gold medals, as well as five continental crowns –
three indoors and two outdoors. But following her world indoor record at the European Indoor Championships in March, some recent achilles tendon problems have forced
the 28-year-old to miss this year’s World Championships.
As a further plot twist, Poland’s Adrianna Sulek – who also surpassed the previous world indoor record when taking European indoor silver behind Thiam – recently
announced that she is pregnant and will be missing the rest of the season.
It paves the way for a new champion to be crowned in Budapest, with Anna Hall perhaps being the most likely candidate.
The 22-year-old from the USA made a huge breakthrough in Oregon last year, adding almost 300 points to her PB to take bronze with 6755. She picked up this season
where she left off, winning in Götzis with a PB of 6988, elevating her to fifth on the world all-time list.
Six weeks later, she won the US title with 6677, giving her the best two scores in the world this year heading into Budapest. This time, she may not have the home crowd
support that she benefitted from in Oregon, but she has enough of a points buffer over the rest of the entrants that she doesn’t need to be at her very best in every
discipline.
That said, she also can’t afford for any big disasters – which can often happen in combined events.
Katarina Johnson-Thompson, world champion in 2019, is on the comeback trail. The Briton was forced to withdraw from the Olympic heptathlon in 2021 through injury,
then returned to action to place eighth at last year’s World Championships before taking Commonwealth gold on home soil.
Her form has continued to improve this season and she finished second to Hall in Götzis with 6556 – her best score in four years. Since then, she has made good strides
in the hurdles and long jump, which will give her a confidence boost ahead of Budapest.
Anouk Vetter took silver behind Thiam in Oregon and Tokyo, but the Dutch record-holder hasn’t completed a heptathlon this year. She contested the first day of the Hypo
Meeting in Götzis, however, and recorded good marks in the hurdles and 200m, so she will likely be in the hunt for medals in Budapest.
Vetter’s teammates Emma Oosterwegel and Sofie Dokter could also be in contention. Oosterwegel, the Olympic bronze medallist, has a best this year of 6209, but she
always produces her best score of the year at a major championships. Dokter, meanwhile, finished just outside the medals at the European Indoor Championships and set
a heptathlon PB of 6321 in Götzis.
Despite the absence of Thiam, Belgium will still be sending a reigning global champion to compete in the heptathlon in Budapest. World indoor champion Noor Vidts
hasn’t contested a full heptathlon this year, but she displayed good form indoors, taking European indoor bronze with 4823, and has been solid across the board in
individual disciplines in recent months.
Expect the home crowd to cheer loudly for Xenia Kriszan. The 2021 European indoor bronze medallist holds the Hungarian record at 6651, which she set when winning in
Götzis two years ago. She recorded three fouls in the heptathlon long jump at last year’s World Championships in Oregon, but rebounded to place fifth at the European
Championships in Munich with 6372 – her best score in a championship heptathlon.
Carolin Schafer, the 2017 world silver medallist, won in Ratingen with 6369 and forms part of a strong German team, alongside Sophie Weissenberg and Vanessa Grimm.
European bronze medallist Annik Kalin has competed sparingly outdoors this year, but the Swiss record-holder is a 6515 performer at her best and cannot be discounted.
Also keep an eye on rising talent Saga Vanninen, the two-time world U20 champion. The 20-year-old will be the youngest athlete in the field, but she is on a roll so far
this year, setting a PB of 6391 in Götzis and taking European U23 gold in Espoo.
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2 Carolin Schäfer GER 6696
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 ( 12.69/0.5 - 1.86 - 15.80 - 22.56/1.6 / 7.27/0.7 - 45.66 - 2:08.51 )

( 13.15/+0.1 - 1.95 - 14.81 - 23.38/+0.3 / 6.85/+1.0 - 47.98 - 2:12.56 )

( 13.81/+1.8 - 1.90 - 14.10 - 24.67/+0.8 / 6.43/+1.5 - 45.53 - 2:16.47 )

 ( 8.23 - 1.92 - 15.54 - 6.59 - 2:13.60 )

( 12.69/+0.8 - 1.86 - 15.80 - 22.56/+1.6 / 7.27/+0.7 - 45.66 - 2:08.51 )

( 12.71/-0.9 - 1.93 - 15.65 - 22.30/0.0 / 7.00/-1.3 - 50.08 - 2:20.70 )

( 13.18/-0.5 - 1.88 - 15.20 - 22.85/+1.2 / 7.03/+2.9 - 50.12 - 2:09.69 )

( 12.85/+0.2 - 1.88 - 14.76 - 23.00/+0.3 / 7.01/-0.5 - 49.86 - 2:10.02 )

( 12.9h/+0.2 - 1.90 - 16.00 - 22.95/+1.2 / 7.14/+0.9 - 45.68 - 2:16.29 )

( 12.85/ - 1.91 - 14.13 - 23.12/ / 7.10/+1.3 - 44.98 - 2:11.78 )

( 13.15/+0.1 - 1.95 - 14.81 - 23.38/+0.3 / 6.85/+1.0 - 47.98 - 2:12.56 )

( 13.34/-0.7 - 1.98 - 14.51 - 24.40/-1.6 / 6.56/+0.8 - 59.32 - 2:15.24 )

( 13.40/+1.4 - 1.89 - 16.45 - 23.97/+1.1 / 6.73/+4.0 - 53.94 - 2:15.31 )

( 13.18/-0.4 - 1.94 - 14.19 - 22.98/+1.1 / 6.68/+1.0 - 49.90 - 2:12.12 )

12.75/+0.7 1.92 13.90 22.88/+0.1 6.54/+1.2 43.08 2:02.97

13.88/+0.7 1.89 13.92 23.26/+0.1 6.32/+0.5 44.14 2:12.40

13.18/+0.7 1.83 14.44 23.80/+1.9 6.29/-0.1 41.83 2:14.33

13.48/+0.7 1.80 14.98 24.35/+0.9 6.43/+1.5 42.53 2:17.91

13.46/-0.4 1.83 13.25 23.49/+0.1 6.05/-0.7 47.73 2:18.22

13.43/-0.8 1.75 14.75 23.88/-0.1 5.83/-0.1 50.23 2:14.94

13.23/-0.7 1.77 13.01 24.06/-0.9 6.65/+0.9 39.00 2:15.02

13.19/+0.7 1.71 13.98 23.82/+1.9 6.23/-0.3 46.47 2:17.13

13.51/+1.2 1.80 13.38 23.68/+1.9 6.24/-0.1 43.18 2:16.12

13.26/+1.2 1.92 12.42 24.13/+0.9 6.24/+1.3 41.03 2:21.20
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